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Welcome to Petah
Tikvah: APMF Edition!!

APMF Edition PT Spring 2023

Richard A Chamberlin provides us with
the basic Petah Tikvah-US for each issue
which we edit and add our own articles,
information about events in our faith,
letters to our own Mailbox, APMF
Kehilot Directory, etc. By putting our
issue on our website,
http://apmfinc.com/ we hope to make
PT and APMF information available to a
much wider audience and save a lot of
money by not printing. A benefit to you
is that you can print any article, send it
to friends, and refer others to our
website at no cost!!!

Publisher: The Publisher of Petah Tikvah
Asia Pacific Edition is the Asia Pacific
Messianic Fellowship, Inc.

Editorial Board Articles from you are
welcome!! Please send it to Dave
Angiwan.

Dave@APMFInc.com

Directory. Listing is free for Messianic
Torah Communities and Bible Study
Groups that want to be in the
Fellowship (Koinonia = working
together!) with APMF, who meet on
Shabbat and agree with our 3 Main
Points: 1) there is and has been only ONE
Way of Salvation from Adam to the end,
a new birth provided by the Grace of
God to sinners who acknowledge their
sinful nature and put their trust in the
Promised Redeemer, who eventually
came in the Person of Yeshua the
Messiah, who is YHVH, Savior, Redeemer
and Friend; 2) there is only ONE Family
of YHVH, born-from-Above Jewish and
Gentile believers grafted into God’s
Good Olive Tree (no church replacing
Israel); and 3) there is only ONE Way to
Live in God’s Family, the Torah way,
expected of both Jewish and Gentile
believers.
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MISSION POSSIBLE
by: Kristine Rachel Cruz 

Eagles’ Wings Messianic Community
 
 

It was on October 23, 2021 when we received a
direct message on our community’s Facebook
page from someone who’s requesting
immediately if she and her whole family may be
baptized in HaShem. We were surprised by the
sudden request which made us probe if she is a
Messianic believer.

She said that she had been baptized as an
Adventist but their whole family had been
seeking for a Messianic congregation in the
Philippines for a long time, since they believe
that the root of our faith is in HaShem alone,
and that He is the one true giver of salvation.

Ms. Bemar Llobit of Del Gallego, Camarines Sur
was overjoyed to have received a reply from
one of the admins of our Facebook page. She’s
glad to know that there is an actual Messianic
community in the Philippines, since as early as
13 years old, she already had doubts on the
Adventist belief. She and her father had been
seeking answers about Israel after watching
several videos online. They tried communicating
with other Messianic communities abroad, but
they knew it would be a challenge to make any
connection with them due to the distance and
time difference.

FEATURE STORY
Upon learning that Bemar wanted to be
baptized, we sought her contact details to
connect her to our Head Elder, Tony Arceo and
his wife, Macy Arceo for personal introductions
and further clarifications. Tony and Macy
explained that baptism or immersion should not
be taken lightly. Bemar and her family should
first learn the Messianic beliefs deeper so that
they understand “what they are getting
themselves into” and to make sure that they are
100% willing to embrace this faith and firmly
stand by its teachings. 

With determination, the Llobit family zealously
joined Shabbat and mid-week services since
October 2021 via online means (background:
Camarines Sur is as far as 155 miles or a 9-
hour drive from Rizal, where the EWMC
community is located). Bemar also attended
some of the online HaYesod teachings, despite
the weak internet connection in their place,
where they had to pay around Php10 per hour
at a nearby store just to get a decent signal.
The fellowship and kinship with the Llobit family
grew stronger as months and years passed by,
most especially when the whole community
donated financial assistance to Bemar’s father,
Mr. Nestor, who experienced an accident back
in January. They were grateful for the help, and
they felt how it is like to have a community that’s
always there for you through life’s challenges.

Fast forward to April 2023, when EWMC was
about to hold its annual Community Outing and
Tevilah services in Famy Laguna, Bemar and her
kids were invited to join so that they may already
be immersed. Due to their financial challenges, the
EWMC community decided to chip in for Bemar
and her kids to help lessen their burden on the
fare. Unfortunately, due to Roem’s (Bemar’s
husband) reasonable fear for his wife’s health and
safety – since it would have been a long travel,
and that Bemar has a heart condition with only her
kids with her – they have decided to forego the trip
to Laguna.
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A few weeks later, a friend and fellow brother,
Mr. Jose “Joe” Gimeno based in New York City,
USA called one of our elders Christina “Christy”
Cruz to ask how everything’s going. Christy
talked about the EWMC Community
Outing/Tevilah, and she spoke briefly about
Bemar’s family as well. Joe mentioned that he
knew of someone in Sorsogon (about a 3-hour
distance from Camarines Sur) who happens to
be a Messianic believer attending online at the
Emunah Torah Community. EWMC reached
out to Ms. Pretty Hagad from Sorsogon to know
more about her journey in the Messianic faith.
Several chats and coordination later, an
arrangement to hold a Messianic Outreach
Mission in Camarines Sur with Bemar’s family,
together with Pretty and her child, came about.
Joe having learned of this plan, was moved by
YHVH’s hand to donate a generous amount to
make the whole mission possible.

EWMC gathered available volunteers for the
mission, and donations from supportive
members poured in. Despite the threat of the
Mayon Volcano’s eruption (located in the same
region as Camarines Sur), and Typhoon
Mawar’s (local name Chedeng) impact, it was
with strong faith and fervent prayers that the
first-ever EWMC Messianic Outreach Mission
still pushed through. Bemar and her whole
family, together with Pretty and her daughter,
welcomed and observed Shabbat (for the first
time with a community after merely watching
them on Youtube before), and were immersed
in HaShem with the guidance of Elder Tony.

In 3 days and 2 nights, teachings on Erev
Shabbat, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and Mo’edim were
also held, leaving them hard copies of the
respective programmes for their own use.

Bemar’s kids Jacinth Em Llobit and Rochiemar
Llobit, and Pretty’s daughter, Sheekinah Adame
had also undergone the Bar/Bat Mitzvah ritual
and received their first Bibles as gifts.

Before the mission ended, a possibility of
visiting them again was suggested, possibly on
Pesach for them to experience and properly go
through the Seder.
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Before the mission ended, a possibility of
visiting them again was suggested, possibly on
Pesach for them to experience and properly go
through the Seder.

It is with a full and grateful heart that we are
wishing for a new community in Camarines Sur
and Sorsogon to be planted and to blossom,
hopefully encouraging families, friends,
neighbors and more, to be one with Bemar and
Pretty’s families. 

Eph. 4:12 “For the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the building up of the
body of Christ.” (NASB2020)

EWMC members/missionaries in the Photos: Antonio Arceo, Ma. Concepcion Arceo, Abel Marco Arceo, Dindo Turado,
Josefina Turado, Jonardino Turado, Christina Cruz, Kristine Rachel Cruz, Jeffrey Gallendez 

Camarines Sur and Sorsogon members in the Photos: Pretty Hagad, Sheekinah Adame, Roem Llobit Bemar B. Llobit,
Jacinth Em B. Llobit, Rochiemar B. Llobit
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Consecration and Naming
Ceremonies 2023, CMC

by: Elder Joel Cruz
Cebu Messianic Community

The Blessing and Introduction of Newborn
Babies into the Community.

 
"Before I formed you in the belly I knew you, 
and before you came forth out of the womb I

sanctified you; I have appointed you a 
prophet to the nations."  

(Jeremiah 1:5)
 

"...the Lord has called me from the womb; 
from the bowels of my mother has he made

mention of my name:"  
(Isaiah 49:1)

The baby naming ceremony is considered to be
one of the most important celebrations in a
person’s life and is a way to declare both
blessings and good fortune to the newborn baby.
In fact, this is the very first ceremony that a
person may get involved in!

In addition to introducing and welcoming the
child as he/she enters into the world, this
ceremony also becomes an opportunity for the
community to show their love, support, and
commitment to the physical and spiritual 
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well-being of the newest and youngest member
of their covenant community.

The baby naming ceremony involves a lot of
Bible-based blessings or prayers, and also a
time for the parents to explain how and why
they chose the particular name for their child. It
is that name that will be used in school, in
government records, at his/her Bar/Bat
Mitzvah/B’rith ceremony, other religious rituals,
ceremonies, and feasts, his/her wedding, and is
the one that will ultimately be passed down to
future generations. 

In Hebrew or Jewish culture, names bear a
special meaning and relevance to the child’s
past, present, or future circumstances. Prime
examples would be the circumstances
surrounding the birth of our great patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as well as the
twelve (12) sons of Israel.

For a baby boy, the naming ceremony is part of
a commandment in the Torah that is referred to
as B’rit Milah, "covenant of circumcision", which
usually takes place on the eighth day after the
child’s birth. 

Here is my covenant, which you are 
to keep, between me and you, 

along with your descendants after you: 
every male among you is to be circumcised. 

You are to be circumcised in the flesh 
of your foreskin; this will be the sign of the

covenant between me and you. 
Generation after generation, every male 
among you who is eight days old is to be
circumcised, including slaves born within 
your household and those bought from a 

foreigner not descended from you.  
(Genesis 17:10-12)

FEATURE STORY



For a baby girl, the baby naming ceremony 
 does not involve the circumcision aspect for
obvious reasons, but the rest of the ceremony
closely parallels the ceremony for the boys. It is
called the B’rit Bat “covenant of the daughter”
or Simchat Bat “celebration of the daughter”
which may take place during the first regular
Shabbat fellowship following the baby girl’s
birth and up to two months after.

Furthermore, another important part of the
ceremony is the consecration of the child,
which is inspired by at least two passages in
Scripture.

 
Adonai said to Moshe, “Set aside for me all 

the firstborn. Whatever is first from the 
womb among the people of Isra’el, both 

of humans and of animals, belongs to me.” 
(Exodus 13:1-2)

 
Then she took a vow; she said, 

“Adonai-Tzva’ot, if you will notice how 
humiliated your servant is, if you will 

remember me and not forget 
your servant but will give your servant a 
male child, then I will give him to Adonai 

for as long as he lives; and no razor will ever
come on his head.” 

(1 Samuel 1:11)
 

And just like how the B’rit Milah for boys has a
parallel ceremony for girls, so does the
consecration ceremony. At this point, the
parents make this bold declaration…
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We consecrate this child to You, O Holy One,
Who sets apart Your servants for Your service,
the service of Your Anointed, Yeshua. Blessed

are You, LORD our God, Who sanctifies the
children of your servants.

Whether it is for a boy a girl, the baby naming
ceremony is a festive celebration which, like
most feasts, usually involve traditional
blessings, Bible reading, singing and dancing,
testimonials from guests, special numbers, and
of course food, drinks! 

On a special note, the modern day Naming and
Consecration Ceremonies are both man-made
but time-tested and enriching traditions which
find their inspiration from different Biblical
passages. Communities and families who plan
to integrate them into their activities need to
understand that they are not specifically
commanded in the Torah and they are purely
voluntary and optional, unlike the circumcision
of the 1st born males on the 8th day.

With all that said, we are pleased to announce
that in May 2023, two more babies were added
to the covenant through the Cebu Messianic
Community!!! 

Last May 20, 2023, Alden Ray & Jennyfer
consecrated their 1st baby, a daughter, to the
LORD and named her Liana Rose. It was a
purple & pink with a touch of gold-themed and
intimate gathering, attended by the immediate  

FEATURE STORY



family, closest relatives, community members,
and of course the loving grandparents from
both sides of the family. Alden’s father himself,
Kuya Nowyn, facilitated the ceremony. Jennyfer
was from the Baguio City Messianic
Congregation, of which her father, Gen Oliver,
is also a member.

Less than a week after that, on May 26, 2023,
Nowyn-Hope & Ana Delia consecrated their
firstborn son to the LORD and named him
Ephraim Nowyn. And as a boy, Ephraim Nowyn
was supposed to be circumcised on the 8th
day. Unfortunately no doctor was available that
day so it pushed through on the 9th day. 

The scene was a mix of pastel blue, gold, and
white. Aside from the immediate family, closest
relatives, and community members, the
ceremony was also attended by close friends 
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and workmates of the parents. The ceremony
was facilitated by yours truly.

It has been a tremendous blessing to see the
life cycle continue as we see the parents, who
used to be the youth in their respective
communities, grow into loving and caring
parents to their offspring! Congratulations and
Mazel Tov to the parents and the children!!!

"Unless the LORD builds the house, 
they labor in vain who build it; unless 

the LORD guards the city, the watchman 
stays awake in vain… Behold children 

are a gift from the LORD, the fruit of the 
womb is a reward. Like arrows in the 
hand of a warrior, so are the children 
of one’s youth. Happy is the man who 

has his quiver full of them…" 
(Psalm 127:1-5)

Contributor: 
Joel Cruz - Elder, Cebu Messianic Community

FEATURE STORY



68

Creation Week Lesson Review
by: Roger Walkwitz

Asia Pacific Messianic Fellowship

Shalom to my beloved brethren in Yeshua in
APMF! On Sept 14, I will be 94, 81 of which have
been joyfully serving my Master & Friend Yeshua
as His born-from-Above bond-slave. From the
beginning, He gave me that child-like trust to
believe His Word as written and act upon it. Take
to heart Luke 18:17:

"Truly I say to you, whoever does not
receive the kingdom of God like a

child will not enter it at all.”

To test you, and others, please answer the
following: 

Q: How many objects were there in space during
the first 72 hours of God’s Creation?
A: 1, planet earth

Q: How old is planet earth now? 
A: About 6,000 years with the appearance of being
millions of years old.
 
Q: Where did the light come from during 36 of
those 72 hours?
A: From God. Check out Revelation 21:23. 

“And the city has no need of the sun or of the
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has
illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” Remember
this for Day 4.

On Creation Day 4, Genesis 1:14 “Then God said,
“Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens
to separate the day from the night, and let them be
for signs (Gospel in the Stars) and for seasons
(Moadim) and for days and years; and it was so.”

Q: How old are the sun, moon and stars now? 
A: About 6,000 years

Q: Are the statements of Astronomers accurate
about the age and distances of the sun, moon and
stars?

According to Roger
A: Yes, because God created everything mature
and functioning with the appropriate appearance of
age. A born-from-Above astronomer should know
this.

Q: How old was Adam on Creation Day 6? 
A: Only a few hours. “But Adam, you look like a
young man of 21 or so!

All of the above and all of Genesis is factual history
as written with no indication otherwise. I hope your
faith agrees with it and your God is as big and
powerful as portrayed in His Bible, and yet He is
interested in and love you and me! Amazing!! 

Let us not fail to love, honor and obey Him as His
children. It seems that the purpose of Creation and
that Yeshua took on humanity to become the Son of
God so that He could die and be raised from the
dead to pay for the sins of humanity was to provide
for Himself a select group of redeemed humans for
His Family!!!

Sometimes scientific articles in Petah Tikvah
magazine compromise with the religion of evolution.
This is wrong as evolution is a total lie! There is no
need to accommodate any of the teachings of the
devil in whatever academic discipline or worldly
wisdom it is found. 

Read everything with discernment, trusting His
Spirit to alert you to conflicts with Scripture that is in
your memory. The more Bible you know will
determine how accurate your discernment will be,
as His Spirit will not tell you what you have not
stored in your memory! Like your computer, nothing
put in, nothing comes out.

Be an Overcomer living victoriously, ready for
Yeshua’s soon Return!!!

Your brother, Roger. 
August 2023



KEHILOT, COMMUNITIES AND CONGREGATIONS IN FELLOWSHIP WITH THE
ASIA PACIFIC MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP

INDONESIA
Gereja Kehilat Mesianik Indonesia
(GKMI = Indonesian Assemblies of Messianic
Congregations with the gov't recognition)
Pengakuan KemenAg Kanwii DKI
KW.09.7/BAO1.1/149/2013 Jakarta
Sat 5PM Sun 8AM

Bintaro Messianic Congregation
Bumi Bintaro Permai D7-8 South Jakarta 12320.
Contact: Benyamin Obadayah +62217364258
Sat 10AM and 5PM

Shoresh Messianic Fellowship Plaza
Pasifik Bld A1/1, 4th Fl, Jl Raya Boulevard Barat
Kelapat Gading, North Jakarta
Contact: Benyamin Obadayah +62-812-9912-430

Central Java Sat 10AM
Purwokerto Messianic Congregation JI Lend
Sudirman 883, Purwokerto, Central Java 
Contact: Bambang Rianto +62-8886657801

East Java Sat 5PM 
Kehilat Mesianik Congregation 
JL Wonokromo 7/5, Mojosari, 
Kab Mojokerto, East Java 
Contact: Judo Nugroho +62-81913224624

South Kalimantan Sat 10AM
Banjarmasin Messianic Congregation 
JI Pasar Baru 2, Banjarmasin, South Kalimantan
Contact: Edy Purwanto +62-8125189517

North Sulawesi Sat 10AM
Yerushalayim Congregation 
Manado, North Sulawesi 
Contact: Jefrey Rualemba +62-89655471976 
Sat 10AM Netivyah Ministry JI Garuda 37,
Manado, North Sulawesi
Contact: Oral Bollegraf +62-853 98128567

PAPUA Sat 10AM 
El Shaddai Messianic Congregation 
JI Argapura Kanon, Jayapura, Papua 
Contact: Seblum Karubaba +62-81247562203
Sat 10AM
Migdal Eder Messianic Congregation
JI Pasir Dua Jayapura, Papua
Contact: Benny Karubaba +62-812 47082149
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South Korea
Korea Shalom Messianic Ekklesia
Shabbat meeting at 2PM
F2,16, Gyeongin-ro 940beon-Gil, Bupyeong-gu,
Incheon, 21424, Korea.
Contact: Yehoshua Jo, yehoshuajo@msn.com,
+82-10-5090-5821

Japan
Japan Messianic Fellowship
Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 10AM
4-14-11 Midorigaoka, Taihaku-ku, Sendai-shi,
Miyagi 982 
Contact: Takashi Yokoyama +81-22-285-9227,
jmf@bekkoame.ne.jp

Shalom Messianic Ekklesia
Shabbat Service at 1PM R# 301, 3-9-12
Shinmachi Kitaku, Tokyo, Japan 114-0012
Contact: +81-3-3810-8828, yehoshuajo@me.com

New Zealand
Talmidei Yeshua Messianic Ministry of 
New Zealand
www.messianic.org.nz
Hawkes Bay Kehillah
Nasi: Grame Purdie talmidimak@gmail.com 
+64 277101157
Auckland Kehillah
Nasi: Ashok Kumar talmidimak@gmail.com 
+64 21 029 08194
PO Box 8654 Havelock North, 4157 NZ (Talmidei
Yeshua Messianic Ministry of New Zealand may
not necessarily accept or agree with all the views
expressed in this magazine)

Singapore
The Congregation that Song Lai Hee has founded
"Noahide," a totally false pathway so he is alone
now until Yeshua forms a true Kehilah there. He
lives at Blk 620 Bukit, Batok Central #29-522,
Singapore 650620
Contact: Song Lai Hee +6590027471
laihee@gmail.com

Thailand
Bangkok Messianic House
Shabbat 10:30AM 33/5 Soi Nai-Lert, Wireless rd.
Bangkok 10330 Thailand
Contact: Nobuyuki Ito +66-81-915-6154
nobubosuke77@gmail.com

Philippine APMF Diaspora in Canada
Calgary L'Chaim Bible Fellowship
Shabbat service 4PM 138 Bridlewood Ave. SW
Calgary Alberta, Canada
Contact: Louwell Ogbinar +1 (403)-700-2131
loubinar@yahoo.com; Marvin Mayo 
+1(403)-796-7657 marvin.mayo@hotmail.com
www.lechaimbiblefellowship.org

Philippines
APMF Officers Philippines
Dave Angiwan: dave@apmfinc.com
Joel Cruz: joel@apmfinc.com
Ted Franco: ted_franco@yahoo.com
Amos Baucas: albaucas@hotmail.com

Member of APMF:
La Trinidad
La Trinidad Bible Congregation (LTBC)
Shabbat Service 10AM Cruz, La Trinidad
PO Box 133, La Trinidad, Benguet 2601
Contact: Amos Baucas (0928) 332 2201
lbaucas@yahoo.com

In Fellowship with APMF
Baguio City
Baguio City Messianic (BCMC)
Shabbat service at 9:30AM
#7 Modesa St., Mines View, Baguio City 2600
Contact: Dave Angiwan dave@apmfinc.com

Ifugao
Banaue Messianic Fellowship
3601 Banaue, Ifugao
Contact: Jose Sarol (0967) 966 3562
clairesarolsarol@gmail.com
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Cebu
Cebu Messianic Community
Shabbat Service 10AM, 1PM
Contact: Joel Cruz (0922) 822 5327, Imee Cruz
(0922) 851 2454

Bukidnon
Talakag Messianic Fellowship
Talakag Bukidnon, Mindanao
Shabbat gathering 10AM-6PM
Contact: Solomon Buasag (0977) 802 1025 &
(0935) 297 4405, vivsbuasag@yahoo.com

Rizal
Cainta Torah Community 
Shabbat Service at 10:30AM
Dayspring Academy Sunset Drive Brookside
Subdivision, Cainta, Rizal 1900
Contact: Willy and Lita Miranda (0939) 325 3000
(0927) 704 8000 willyz_miranda@yahoo.com

Eagles Wings Messianic Congregations
Friday 6:30PM and Saturday 9:30AM
#7 Saratoga St. Park Place Executive Village,
Cainta Rizal 
Contact: Jenny Joven (0928) 655 5469 Christy
Cruz (0995) 194 1502
Also Saturday 9AM #450 L Cerrero St. Brgy.
Macamot, Binangonan Rizal 
Contact: Tony Arceo (0926) 829 6338

Paranaque City
Emunah Tabgha Community 
Executive Heights, Paranaque City 
Contact: Eva Agustin  (0917) 896 0995
Shabbat service 10:30AM

Tagaytay
Tagaytay Torah Community
Shabbat Service 10:30AM
Contact: Ning (0919) 984-0878

Davao Oriental
Pujada Community
Yakal St. Barangay Sainz, City of Mati, Davao
Oriental 8200: Saturday 3-6 PM
Contact: Mark Pineda (0918) 353 2549

Lupon Torah Community 
Panuncialman St., Purok Hayahay
Brgy. Poblacion Lupon, Davao Oriental
8AM-11:30AM every Shabbat 
Contacts: Petronio (Bong) Conte
bongskik04@gmail.com (0907) 731 9723 
Alen Kelly Conte billionairealenkelly@gmail.com,
(0917) 162 3763

Greater Manila Area

Cavite
Emunah Torah Community
Shabbat service 9:30AM
Block 3 Lot 21 Java St., Cybergreen Hills, General
Trias Cavite 4107
Contact: Christopher Madrid (0932) 844 2958
christophermadrid75@gmail.com or
emunahtorahcommunity@gmail.com

Quezon City
Mishpachat Ha'Mashiach Torah Community 
Shabbat Service 2-6PM
Bldg. 11 BLPC, Road 3, Quezon City 
Contact: Ian Asuncion or Cecilia Agustin 
(0918) 573 6838

Mandaluyong City
Metro Strata Learning Center 
Shabbat Service 9:30AM
11th Floor 685 Nueve de Pebrero Ave.
Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila
Contact: Tanggol Esquerra (0915) 320 8083

Laguna
Chesed V'Emeth Community 
Shabbat Service 12:30PM
Block 11 Lot 36 Calendola Village 
San Pedro, Laguna
Contact: Monette Guiruela (0920) 658 3847

KEHILOT, COMMUNITIES AND CONGREGATIONS IN FELLOWSHIP WITH THE
ASIA PACIFIC MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP
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