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Welcome to Petah
Tikvah: APMF Edition!!

APMF Edition PT Spring 2022

Richard A Chamberlin provides us with
the basic Petah Tikvah-US for each issue
which we edit and add our own articles,
information about events in our faith,
letters to our own Mailbox, APMF
Kehilot Directory, etc. By putting our
issue on our website,
http://apmfinc.com/ we hope to make
PT and APMF information available to a
much wider audience and save a lot of
money by not printing. A benefit to you
is that you can print any article, send it
to friends, and refer others to our
website at no cost!!!

Publisher: The Publisher of Petah Tikvah
Asia Pacific Edition is the Asia Pacific
Messianic Fellowship, Inc.

Editorial Board Articles from you are
welcome!! Please send it to Dave
Angiwan.

Dave@APMFInc.com

Directory. Listing is free for Messianic
Torah Communities and Bible Study
Groups that want to be in the
Fellowship (Koinonia = working
together!) with APMF, who meet on
Shabbat and agree with our 3 Main
Points: 1) there is and has been only ONE
Way of Salvation from Adam to the end,
a new birth provided by the Grace of
God to sinners who acknowledge their
sinful nature and put their trust in the
Promised Redeemer, who eventually
came in the Person of Yeshua the
Messiah, who is YHVH, Savior, Redeemer
and Friend; 2) there is only ONE Family
of YHVH, born-from-Above Jewish and
Gentile believers grafted into God’s
Good Olive Tree (no church replacing
Israel); and 3) there is only ONE Way to
Live in God’s Family, the Torah way,
expected of both Jewish and Gentile
believers.

http://apmfinc.com/
http://walkwitz.com/Roger/
https://petahtikvah.com/
https://www.lechaimbiblefellowship.org/
http://apmfinc.com/
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Written by: Jane Madrid, #ThirstDay

Yom Teruah 2022
"WAKE UP, O SLEEPER, RISE 
FROM THE DEAD..." 
EPHESIANS 5:14-16

During Yom Teruah or the Feast of Trumpets, shofars are being blown. This special time is often referred
to as the ‘High Holy Days’. It is an opportunity for deep introspection, reflection, and an honest
examination of one’s spiritual state. The blast of the shofar is to remind us that the King is coming SOON!
The Day of the Lord is at hand - the Messiah is coming back and we need to make our hearts & lives
ready. The sound of the shofar is like an alarm call as if to tell us:

14 “Sleepers, arise from your slumber, and those who are dozing, awake from your lethargy. Review your
actions, repent from your sins, and remember your Creator!” Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Messiah will shine on you. Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil." (Ephesians 5:14-16)

In the New Testament we are also exhorted to WAKE UP out of our spiritual slumber and make the most
of our time, not following vanity or frivolous pursuits but loving and following God with all our heart, soul,
mind and strength.

We need to truly wake up out of our spiritual slumbers and work while there is still light, for our
redemption draws near.

If you claim to be worshipping the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, why do you exclude yourself from
His commandments? This feast, God is sounding His shofar, He is calling you. He calls you to repent and
turn back to Him. Tomorrow maybe too late.

Today, if you hear His Voice, do not harden your heart. Do not wrestle anymore thinking you know better
than our Creator. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. (James 4:6)

"May you and yours be inscribed and sealed 
[in the Book of Life] for a good year."

L’shanah tovah
tikatevu ve techatemu!
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A Bar Mitzvah (son of the commandment) or Bat Mitzvah (daughter of the commandment) ceremony
takes place when a young man or young woman reaches the age of 12 or 13. This ceremony is not
commanded in scripture but is a tradition in Hebrew culture. When a young man or young woman is
ready to decide to follow a path of obedience to the scriptures, it means that he or she desires to become
a bar or bat mitzvah. Those students who desire to publicly declare their decision to obey the scriptures
typically perform certain tasks, memorize portions of scripture, and learn common traditions and customs
prior to the mitzvah ceremony. (Allen & Allen, MESSIANIC BAR & BAT MITZVAH PROGRAM 2016)

That brought Messianic Communities together
APMF ACITIVITES

B'NEI B'RITH PROGRAM
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The elders/leaders of the Asia-Pacific Messianic
Fellowship (APMF) have started contemplating and
discussing about a Bar-Bat Mitzvah (Son-Daughter
of the Commandment) program since as far back as
September 2020. We were well within the Pandemic
period already during that time. The elders and
leaders have expressed the need to have special
programs to cater to the very young children and the
teens. Among the congregations in fellowship with
APMF, HaYesod (The Foundation) program (the 1st
edition by FFOZ (First Fruits of Zion)), is quite popular
as a program for young adults, young professionals
and older, but who are not yet among the leadership.
HaYesod teaches the Hebraic Roots of Christianity
and helps develop the appreciation, understanding,
and love for the God, Scriptures, people, and land of
Israel. A few communities have a program for their
kids, but for the rest, there was none. Nevertheless,
the Kids Torah Sessions (KTS) was launched in 
April 7, 2021. HalleluYah! But the details of that
program are a subject of another report by someone
else.

What’s a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah?



The Usefulness of Adopting and Adapting the Bar Mitzvah Culture
Rite of Passage
Why at ages 12 and 13?
Bar Mitzvah “A son / disciple of the commandments”
The function of community and ritual in fostering healthy, happy children and mature adults
Jewish Tradition and the Importance of Ritual to convey and transmit identity
How to formulate guidelines for constructing modern, culturally familiar, rites of passage

Going through a Rite of Passage shows one’s desire to grow into maturity as a responsible
member of the adult community.
The commandments serve to aid one’s process of maturing, growing into wisdom and
understanding/insight

Proverbs 1:4 to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and
instruction.
Proverbs 3:18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called
blessed.

Should a non-Jewish bar-mitzvah ritual ceremony be practiced “exactly” like a traditional Jewish
ceremony of Rabbinic ritual-culture? What about a “Messianic Jewish” bar-mitzvah?

If you like it, if it is helpful, if it agrees with Scripture, then do it. If not, then don’t.

Kuya Joel of Cebu Messianic Community and Eagles Wings Messianic Congregation
Kuya Oni of Kehillat Beith Yeshua HaMashiach Mishpocha
Kuya Raygee of Emunah Torah Community, Cavite
Kuya Alfred of Tagaytay Torah Community
Kuya Christopher of Emunah Torah Community, Cavite

The descriptions and possible name/s of the program
The Biblical bases of the program
The textbook/s to be used

Messianic Bar & Bat Mitzvah Program- 2ND EDITION
https://restoringtheway.org/product/messianic-bar-bat-mitzvah-program-2nd-edition/
Bar Barakah by Craig Hill

Family foundations international
The courses and teachers
The target students and age group
The ceremony at the end of the program
And many more…

In July 2020, there have been talks and plans already for an APMF Conference in 2021. And one of
the proposed speakers was Yoel Berkowitz. Fast forward, with the grace of God, that conference came
into fruition in August 29-30, 2021; more than a year since its first inception. We have requested Yoel to
give us a presentation about Bar-Bat Mitzvah. In his session entitled “Teaching the Next Generation
Sound Doctrine, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and The use of Social Media”, Yoel discussed the following:

It was an eye-opening and truly enlightening session! Baruch HaShem YHWH! We got really excited to
formulate our own “Rite of passage”. A few of the things that struck us are as follows:

Since then, we have sought volunteers from among congregations that are in fellowship with APMF
who can join the Bar-Bat Mitzvah committee and can also be among the teachers. It took a while, but in
April 24, 2022, a committee meeting has convened. The committee members are as follows:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Our discussion encompassed the following matters:
1.
2.
3.

a.
b.
c.

i.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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There is a lot to unpack here, but in summary:
The committee considered the socio-cultural context of coming up with a Rite of Passage for the
Messianic Communities in the Asia-Pacific Region. The primary, though not exclusive, name that we will
use in referring to the program is B’nei B’rith, meaning, “Children of the Covenant”, to highlight the
importance of God’s enduring covenant to His people, whether Jew or non-Jew. We found that the
textbooks listed above are sufficient and very helpful and holistic. The primary audience is the
individuals from 12 to 19 years old, but we are open to accept young professionals to the program. The
participants from different communities or congregations attend the sessions online using a video
conferencing platform called Google Meet. Their lessons include the knowledge and understanding
about God, their Father, their identity, the Messianic or Torah lifestyle, and some of the traditions to
name a few. They get to read and memorize a lot of Scriptures and reflect on the lessons within their
own context, thoughts and behavior. 

We see B’nei B’rith as a course that ideally comes after KTS, and before HaYesod. As of now the
schedule is for two Saturday nights per month. And at the end of the program, there will be a ceremony
similar to a Bar-Bar Mitzvah ceremony, the highlight of which is to call the child to read a portion of the
passage during Shabbat and, later on, give his/her commentary or insight about the passage. 

Baptism/Immersion may also be included as part of the Rite which may occur before or after the
ceremony. It is also encouraged that boys who have not been circumcised yet be circumcised around 
this time.

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact of the above-mentioned committee members.

May the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob continue to bless this program and give knowledge, wisdom,
and strength to the teachers and facilitators of the program, their students, as well as the parents and
community elders and leaders.

Shalom, B’Shem Yeshua HaMashiach

Kuya Joel Cruz, Cebu Messianic Community



Shalom! 

We all know the global COVID-19 pandemic has created a crisis of suffering. During that time, we were
thinking about what will happen to our kids. No social life, always at home. But God turned this
suffering into a blessing. It started when my sister, Jane Madrid with his son, Keyo invited my daughter
Mishlei and Dra. Eva's grandson, Emman to a zoom meeting.

From a simple chit chat of kids, exchanging greetings to telling
stories to each other, we thought, why not do it again but this time
with a Torah lesson. 

That brought Messianic Communities together
APMF ACITIVITES

KIDS TORAH STUDY
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We are happy to announce that ETC Cavite has started our first "Torah for kids" for 10 yrs old below.
Kids from different Messianic communities were invited too by the help of kuya Raygee Timbol. KTS
officially started last April 09, 2021 as a trial with ate Keziah Jaris Madrid (11 yrs old) as their
teacher. Since it's Pesach/Unleavened bread week, our topic was "from Passover to Crossover".
From there, KTS Ministry flourish with the help of Volunteer Teachers from different APMF communities;
Emunah Torah Community-Cavite, Baguio City Messianic Community, Cebu City Messianic Community,
Tagaytay Torah Community and Eagles Wings Messianic Congregation. 

It was a challenge at first since there's no available KTS Teacher to volunteer. Most are working and
have a very busy schedule. Baruch haShem, Adonai touched the hearts of these teachers. They
committed their time to the Lord. They are a blessing to each one of us , contributing to the spiritual
growth of our children. KIDS TORAH STUDY is teamwork of Messianic teachers, parents and kids. 

We hold our KTS every Sunday via Zoom and Google meet. We have story time where we discuss the
Parasha (for that shabbat week), singing time, games, memory verse and the arty party to discover the
talent of our kids and help them improve it so eventually they could use it for Adonai's glory! One of the
best things about KTS is the strong foundation of our children . KTS is just the beginning. After KTS,
B'nei Torah, a Bat-Bar Mitzvah program will follow. It will be a continuous learning of Adonai's Torah.
Most importantly, immersing our children in the Torah will protect them from the norms and lies of this
world. 
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If you want your kids to grow and
have a solid foundation in the early
years of their life, let's encourage
them to join KTS. 

Let us pray for this ministry and also
for our children for they will 
be the next generation.

Ate Jessica De Ocampo, 
Head of Kids Torah Study



KEHILOT, COMMUNITIES AND CONGREGATIONS IN FELLOWSHIP WITH THE
ASIA PACIFIC MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP

INDONESIA
Gereja Kehilat Mesianik Indonesia
(GKMI = Indonesian Assemblies of Messianic
Congregations with the gov't recognition)
Pengakuan KemenAg Kanwii DKI
KW.09.7/BAO1.1/149/2013 Jakarta
Sat 5PM Sun 8AM

Bintaro Messianic Congregation
Bumi Bintaro Permai D7-8 South Jakarta 12320.
Contact: Benyamin Obadayah +62217364258
Sat 10AM and 5PM

Shoresh Messianic Fellowship Plaza
Pasifik Bld A1/1, 4th Fl, Jl Raya Boulevard Barat
Kelapat Gading, North Jakarta
Contact: Benyamin Obadayah +62-812-9912-430

Central Java Sat 10AM
Purwokerto Messianic Congregation JI Lend
Sudirman 883, Purwokerto, Central Java 
Contact: Bambang Rianto +62-8886657801

East Java Sat 5PM 
Kehilat Mesianik Congregation 
JL Wonokromo 7/5, Mojosari, 
Kab Mojokerto, East Java 
Contact: Judo Nugroho +62-81913224624

South Kalimantan Sat 10AM
Banjarmasin Messianic Congregation 
JI Pasar Baru 2, Banjarmasin, South Kalimantan
Contact: Edy Purwanto +62-8125189517

North Sulawesi Sat 10AM
Yerushalayim Congregation 
Manado, North Sulawesi 
Contact: Jefrey Rualemba +62-89655471976 
Sat 10AM Netivyah Ministry JI Garuda 37,
Manado, North Sulawesi
Contact: Oral Bollegraf +62-853 98128567

PAPUA Sat 10AM 
El Shaddai Messianic Congregation 
JI Argapura Kanon, Jayapura, Papua 
Contact: Seblum Karubaba +62-81247562203
Sat 10AM
Migdal Eder Messianic Congregation
JI Pasir Dua Jayapura, Papua
Contact: Benny Karubaba +62-812 47082149
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South Korea
Korea Shalom Messianic Ekklesia
Shabbat meeting at 2PM
F2,16, Gyeongin-ro 940beon-Gil, Bupyeong-gu,
Incheon, 21424, Korea.
Contact: Yehoshua Jo, yehoshuajo@msn.com,
+82-10-5090-5821

Japan
Japan Messianic Fellowship
Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 10AM
4-14-11 Midorigaoka, Taihaku-ku, Sendai-shi,
Miyagi 982 
Contact: Takashi Yokoyama +81-22-285-9227,
jmf@bekkoame.ne.jp

Shalom Messianic Ekklesia
Shabbat Service at 1PM R# 301, 3-9-12
Shinmachi Kitaku, Tokyo, Japan 114-0012
Contact: +81-3-3810-8828, yehoshuajo@me.com

New Zealand
Talmidei Yeshua Messianic Ministry of 
New Zealand
www.messianic.org.nz
Hawkes Bay Kehillah
Nasi: Grame Purdie talmidimak@gmail.com 
+64 277101157
Auckland Kehillah
Nasi: Ashok Kumar talmidimak@gmail.com 
+64 21 029 08194
PO Box 8654 Havelock North, 4157 NZ (Talmidei
Yeshua Messianic Ministry of New Zealand may
not necessarily accept or agree with all the views
expressed in this magazine)

Singapore
The Congregation that Song Lai Hee has founded
"Noahide," a totally false pathway so he is alone
now until Yeshua forms a true Kehilah there. He
lives at Blk 620 Bukit, Batok Central #29-522,
Singapore 650620
Contact: Song Lai Hee +6590027471
laihee@gmail.com

Thailand
Bangkok Messianic House
Shabbat 10:30AM 33/5 Soi Nai-Lert, Wireless rd.
Bangkok 10330 Thailand
Contact: Nobuyuki Ito +66-81-915-6154
nobubosuke77@gmail.com

Philippine APMF Diaspora in Canada
Calgary L'Chaim Bible Fellowship
Shabbat service 4PM 138 Bridlewood Ave. SW
Calgary Alberta, Canada
Contact: Louwell Ogbinar +1 (403)-700-2131
loubinar@yahoo.com; Marvin Mayo 
+1(403)-796-7657 marvin.mayo@hotmail.com
www.lechaimbiblefellowship.org

Philippines
APMF Officers Philippines
Dave Angiwan: dave@apmfinc.com
Joel Cruz: joel@apmfinc.com
Ted Franco: ted_franco@yahoo.com
Amos Baucas: albaucas@hotmail.com

Member of APMF:
La Trinidad
La Trinidad Bible Congregation (LTBC)
Shabbat Service 10AM Cruz, La Trinidad
PO Box 133, La Trinidad, Benguet 2601
Contact: Amos Baucas (0928) 332 2201
lbaucas@yahoo.com

In Fellowship with APMF
Baguio City
Baguio City Messianic (BCMC)
Shabbat service at 9:30AM
#7 Modesa St., Mines View, Baguio City 2600
Contact: Dave Angiwan dave@apmfinc.com

Ifugao
Banaue Messianic Fellowship
3601 Banaue, Ifugao
Contact: Jose Sarol (0967) 966 3562
clairesarolsarol@gmail.com
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Cebu
Cebu Messianic Community
Shabbat Service 10AM, 1PM
Contact: Joel Cruz (0922) 822 5327, Imee Cruz
(0922) 851 2454

Bukidnon
Talakag Messianic Fellowship
Talakag Bukidnon, Mindanao
Shabbat gathering 10AM-6PM
Contact: Solomon Buasag (0977) 802 1025 &
(0935) 297 4405, vivsbuasag@yahoo.com

Rizal
Cainta Torah Community 
Shabbat Service at 10:30AM
Dayspring Academy Sunset Drive Brookside
Subdivision, Cainta, Rizal 1900
Contact: Willy and Lita Miranda (0939) 325 3000
(0927) 704 8000 willyz_miranda@yahoo.com

Eagles Wings Messianic Congregations
Friday 6:30PM and Saturday 9:30AM
#7 Saratoga St. Park Place Executive Village,
Cainta Rizal 
Contact: Jenny Joven (0928) 655 5469 Christy
Cruz (0995) 194 1502
Also Saturday 9AM #450 L Cerrero St. Brgy.
Macamot, Binangonan Rizal 
Contact: Tony Arceo (0926) 829 6338

Paranaque City
Emunah Tabgha Community 
Executive Heights, Paranaque City 
Contact: Eva Agustin  (0917) 896 0995
Shabbat service 10:30AM

Tagaytay
Tagaytay Torah Community
Shabbat Service 10:30AM
Contact: Ning (0919) 984-0878

Davao Oriental
Pujada Community
Yakal St. Barangay Sainz, City of Mati, Davao
Oriental 8200: Saturday 3-6 PM
Contact: Mark Pineda (0918) 353 2549

Lupon Torah Community 
Panuncialman St., Purok Hayahay
Brgy. Poblacion Lupon, Davao Oriental
8AM-11:30AM every Shabbat 
Contacts: Petronio (Bong) Conte
bongskik04@gmail.com (0907) 731 9723 
Alen Kelly Conte billionairealenkelly@gmail.com,
(0917) 162 3763

Greater Manila Area

Cavite
Emunah Torah Community
Shabbat service 9:30AM
Block 3 Lot 21 Java St., Cybergreen Hills, General
Trias Cavite 4107
Contact: Christopher Madrid (0932) 844 2958
christophermadrid75@gmail.com or
emunahtorahcommunity@gmail.com

Quezon City
Mishpachat Ha'Mashiach Torah Community 
Shabbat Service 2-6PM
Bldg. 11 BLPC, Road 3, Quezon City 
Contact: Ian Asuncion or Cecilia Agustin 
(0918) 573 6838

Mandaluyong City
Metro Strata Learning Center 
Shabbat Service 9:30AM
11th Floor 685 Nueve de Pebrero Ave.
Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila
Contact: Tanggol Esquerra (0915) 320 8083

Laguna
Chesed V'Emeth Community 
Shabbat Service 12:30PM
Block 11 Lot 36 Calendola Village 
San Pedro, Laguna
Contact: Monette Guiruela (0920) 658 3847

KEHILOT, COMMUNITIES AND CONGREGATIONS IN FELLOWSHIP WITH THE
ASIA PACIFIC MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP
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